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On Japanese War Criminals Trial of the National Government
after Winning Anti-dapanese War

XU Zhi-min

(Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract. After winning the Anti-Japanese War, on the basis of the principle“requiting evil with good” and “moderately legal” ,
the National Government arrested, trialed and punished a batch of Japanese war criminals guilty of terrible crimes by formulating
relevant laws and regulations, establishing commission and military courts of war criminals, which, to a certain extent, claimed
the justice for the victims and washed the modern China’s century-shame. However, it is not until the 1980s that Chinese aca-
demic circles have begun to focus on this important historical event, mainly centering on the trial guidelines, policies, historical
process and value judgment of the National Government, the Nanjing Trial being the representative. Due to its narrow perspec-
tive and simple research method, not much academic achievement has been made. Therefore, it is suggested in this paper that
concerning the Japanese war criminals trial of the National Government, we should extensively explore the historical materials,
broaden the research vision and refine the contents by the introduction of the new methods, so as to promote the development to
the depth and breadth.

Key words: The Anti-Japanese War; the National Government; military trial; Japanese war criminals; the Nanjing Trial
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