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Provincial Officals ‘Local Problem” in the Qing Dynasty Local Civil Service Reforms
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Guan Xiaohong (4)

Since the Republic of China academics have used the concepts of central and local governments to discuss reforms of
the central and local civil service systems and the conflicts aroused by the reforms during the late Qing New Policies. These
discussions have overlooked a number of issues: the repeated assertions by provincial governors and governors-general since
the Yuan Dynasty that provinces were not “local” at all; the unwillingness of governors and governors—general to become
“local officials” under a new constitution; and the fact that no order issued by the Qing court had ever designated provincial
governments as belonging to the local level of government. People at the time just took the concepts of central and local gov—
ernments in foreign political structures and mechanically applied them to the Qing Dynasty”’ s ministries and provinces. Not
only did this approach bear only a superficial resemblance to the intent behind the Qing’ s construction of their system out of
the consolidation of earlier dynasties” accomplishments it also caused great confusion in the Qing reforms and in the early
Republican provincial system. Indeed for a long time it has placed limits on later generations’ understanding of the history
of Chinese political systems. This tension between East and West and between New and Old in the conceptual system re—
flects the deep and complex connection between systemic reform and historical culture and will pose a difficult challenge

for China’ s reforms in the future.

Between the “Left” and “Right”: Cooperation and Division between Yu Qiaqing and the Chinese
Communist Party around the Time of the Northern Expedition ------------ Feng Xiaocai (31)

Over the period spanning the Northern Expedition the Chinese Communist Party had close contacts with Yu Qiaqing
and some other businessmen in Shanghai and it is against this background that the three armed uprisings of Shanghai work—

ers broke out. Throughout this process Yu Qiaqing was regarded as a representative of " bourgeois leftists " and an impor—
tant partner in building the " Provisional Municipal Government" in Shanghai after the workers uprisings. However the co—
operation between Yu Qiaqging and the CCP was still carried out within the Guomindang framework. When his old friend
Chiang Kai-shek arrived in Shanghai Yu Qiaqing became an important financial advisor to Chiang. Though Yu Qiaqing’ s
behavior perhaps did not represent the inclinations of most businessmen it reflected the potential for political opportunism
in some businessmen’ s minds and the deliberate manner with which they managed their relations with the government. Af-—
fected by the situation and environment of the time the CCP also made flexible use of " class analysis" to explain its policy
of using Yu Qiaqing and his ilk. However the failure of cooperation with the " bourgeois" provided the opposition within

the CCP with a basis for criticism and even affected the party’ s later tendency towards ideologically driven policy.

Yan Xishan’ s Interception of the Red Army’ s Eastern Expedition and His Multilateral Political
IVIQATIEUIVEI'S v ceceeeecesenestenteteneaaeteeenencsasscsesssecssssasssssossscsssscsssssscsnsncns Deng Ye (49)
The Eastern Expedition was the Red Army’ s first head-on confrontation with the Jin-Sui Army. Neither side did e-
nough to evaluate the situation at first as far as expectations for the war were concerned. From the beginning Yan Xishan
suspected that the Red Army’ s arrival was instigated by Zhang Xueliang so he refused reinforcement from Zhang’ s army
and brought the Central Army into the fray instead. The two armies’ successive entrances into Shanxi province both violated
the Japanese policy of self-government for North China so the Japanese put repeated pressure on Yan Xishan asking that
Shanxi maintain a “Monroe attitude. ” In order to avoid serious devastation of Shanxi by the war Yan Xishan did not do his
best to encircle and annihilate the Red Army in Shanxi according to Chiang Kai-shek’ s plan. Instead he adopted a strategy
of pursuit and attack in hopes of expelling the Red Army from Shanxi as quickly as possible. Yan argued with his subordi—
nates about encirclement versus pursuit. The arrival of Central Army forces in large numbers and their extensive construc—
tion of blockhouses changed battlefield conditions and forced the Red Army to return to northern Shaanxi. Yan Xishan

strongly urged encircling and annihilating the Red Army in northern Shaanxi but Zhang Xueliang was not very supportive of



