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Further Study on the Concurrent Weaknesses of Central and Local Governments and Political

Trends in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China

LI Xizhu ( The Institute of Modern History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; xzli@ cass. org. cn)

At the time of the political transition in 1911 power relationships had evolved in favor of the local
governments which was the logical result of the Qing Dynasty 5 decentralization of political authority to
the provincial governors during the New Policy Reform. The political trends from the autocratic
monarchy of the late Qing to the process of institutional change and reconstruction of the democratic
republic system led to the transfer of the sovereignty of the Qing government to the Nanjing Provisional
Government and from the Nanjing Provisional Senate eventually to the Northern Warlords Government. In
general the patterns of declining central government power had an important influence on the political
trends in the early Republic of China. This included the outbreak of the Revolution of 1911 when the
authority of the Qing Empire declined relative to the local governments and the transformation of the
Peiyang Clique headed by Yuan Shikai from “military intervention” to “military domination. ” But
efforts to rebuild political authority did not work finally leading to the stratocracy. However the
appearance of the stratocracy was not the natural outgrowth of the power of local governors in the late Qing

Dynasty but the rise of new forces of the New Army.
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