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Local Practices of the Chinese Revolution and the Problem of Women's Liberation:

A Review of Cong Xiaoping's Marriage Law and Gender in Revolutionary China 1940-1960
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( Institute of Modern History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100101 China)
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Abstract: In 1939 a Marriage Regulation was issued by the newly established Shaan-Gan-Ning Border government led by the Chinese
Communist Party. The government soon made a series of amendments and adjustments to the marraige regulation. Cong Xiaoping’s recent
study Marriage Law and Gender in Revolutionary China 1940-1960 provides a detailed historical account of the causes and effects of
these amendments and adjustments. Cong points out that the Border Region government took into great consideration the local customs as
well as experiences gained from local juridical practices and that this consideration resulted in a significant legal terminology change
from ziyou to zizhu. She argues that this process of legislative and judicial construction and development embodies the Chinese Communist
Party’s revolutionary principle of “from the masses to the masses”. During this process the peasant women were able to make decisions
on their own and the SGN Border government did not turn back on their promise to liberate women. Cong’s study is a major revision of
English literature originated in the 1980s on socialist revolution and the problem of women’s liberation. This study represents a new trend
in the history and gender studies of socialist revolution and women’s emancipation in both Chinese and English literature since the 21"

century and thus has its methodological significance.
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