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The Woman Suffrage Movement in China

The impression has gone forth that women in
China have already been granted equal suffrage with
men. The rumor obtained because, when the
provisional Assembly was in session at Nanking, the
of native

ancient Chinese capital, a number

suffragettes marched into the Assembly and

petitioned that the suffrage be immediately granted
to women. This being refused, the ladies acted
exactly as their British sisters have done—they
shouted and shrieked and smashed windows. They
petitioned the Assembly again and again. Finally, in
order to free itself from further friction, that body
passed a resolution expressing an opinion in favor of
equal suffrage. Now the Assembly was only a
provisional body, and hence could not make any
final decision on this question for the nation; but it
did recommend favorable action to the National
Assembly, then being organized to represent the
country after the definitive union of the north and the
south, a body soon to be superseded by a regularly
But the suffragettes took a
different view. They acted as if the suffrage had

elected Parliament.

already been granted to them. When the National
Assembly opened its sessions, last June, at Peking,

the capital, a petition was presented reminding that
body of the provisional Assembly’ s promise. But the
petition was in vain, if we may judge from the
Suffrage Act passed in July, which will soon be
tested by an actual popular election to a permanent
Parliament. The Act made no provision for women’ s
votes. Even the vote to male citizens was granted
only under strict limitations. Any male citizen of the
Chinese Republic over twenty-one years old may
vote if he has resided two years in his election
district and has paid a direct tax exceeding two silver
dollars, or owns real estate valued at more than five
hundred silver dollars, or is the graduate of a primary
school. But no citizen may vote if the Government
had suspended his citizenship, or if he is an illiterate,
a bankrupt, an insane person, or —last but not

least—an opium-smoker.

FEUC AT DLBRAE 5] B 2, IS S W) S 4%
& (WSLY (The Independent) %=EIFEAEIETCH )
ZH (ML) 5 (HMUARY iy 36 FE E 2L
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Chinese Suffragets

It is an amusing story which comes to us from
Nanking, and a sad story also, that women, more
successful than those in London, have stormed the
new Chinese Parliament, taken possession of it and
driven out the members, in protest against the
restrictions of the law enfranchising them. The
Assembly had the day before past a law giving the
ballot to women who could pass an educational test.
But that did not satisfy the women, many of whom
cannot read that intolerable system of writing, and
they showed their indignation by forcibly seizing the
chamber. Let it be remembered that thousands of

women have served in the revolutionary army, and

iESEL I ¢

they think they have gained some political rights
thereby. We must also believe that with the multitude
of new newspapers in China they have learned what
their English sisters are doing, and the Western way
appealed to them. Is it not amazing how swiftly an
idea runs around the world, and with what quick
avidity a people long belated grasps the principles of
liberty and reform? China will apparently have
female suffrage before New York or Massachusetts.
The binding of women’s feet to keep them at home
will cease, but we hope they will not give up their
style of dress and assume corsets. Perhaps they may
discard their long hair, as the men have discarded
their queues; and our own women might, despile St.
Paul, do the same with a great accession of comfort

and leisure.

(fEE AL EAL RS LR

C(HEAEE) B 2T %, wRUE AL, 2003 4, H 204
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' “SelectedBibliography of Dr. Hu Shih’s Writing in
Western Languages”, compiled by Eugene L. Delafield
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