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From the Resolution of the League of Nations to the Nine Powers Treaty:.
the Brussels Conference and the Diplomacy of the Chinese

People’ s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression

HOU Zhongjun

( Institute of Modern History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100101 China)

Abstract: After the July 7th Incident of 1937 Japan launched a full-scale war of aggression a—
gainst China. Although knew that the League of Nations could not stop Japan China still made a
last effort. The League of Nations led by Britain and France hoped to hold a meeting attended by
the signatories of the Nine Powers Treaty and there were disagreements on the initial venue of
the meeting among China Britain and the United States. When Belgium one of the signatories of
the convention accepted to host the conference it made demands on specific details such as the
inviting party to ensure that the United States and the United Kingdom shared the “responsibili—

ty”. As Japan refused to attend the U. S. suggested that China avoid participating in the discus—
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sions during the mediation stage and China accepted the U. S. proposal. However when the me—
diation of the meeting began Italy and other participating countries suggested that China did not

” of the major

need to avoid it. China requested that words expressing the “common attitude
powers be added to the meeting declaration and suggested holding a small round table to discuss
the issue of economic assistance to China but due to the development of the war situation none
of them were achieved. During the Brussels Conference GU Weijun and others did not give up
the negotiations on the stage of the League of Nations. However from then on China’ s diplo—
matic strategy in the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression shifted to focus mainly on
alliance diplomacy and seeking foreign aid.

Key words: Nine Powers Treaty; the U. S.; the Chinese People’ s War of Resistance Against

Japanese Aggression; Brussels Conference
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