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The Communist Party of China’s Efforts in Its External Publicity Against
Japanese Aggression and Its Cognitive Transformation of the

League of Nations Before the Outbreak of the Pacific War
Hou Zhongjun

( School of History, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100248, China)

Abstract: After the outbreak of the September 18th Incident ( JL—/\F7%%) , the Communist Party of China
( CPC) took the lead in raising the banner of armed resistance against Japanese invaders, calling on the
masses of people to oppose imperialism and resist Japanese militarism. The CPC’ s publicity and mobilization
work underwent a process of gradual change during the local war of resistance against Japanese aggression,
which served the formation and development of China’ s united front against Japanese aggression and the
international antifascist united front as a whole. The change took place from widespread anti-imperialism to
calling on the British and American people and their governments to help China in its fight against Japanese
invasion, and from criticizing the League of Nations ( LON, EPFRIEHEE) for its ineffective sanctions against
Japan to encouraging the LON to resist Japanese aggression. After the July 7th Incident ( -£-£357F) , the CPC
set up an institution in charge of external publicity on the basis of the change of the pattern of the war of
resistance against Japanese militarism, and launched Party newspapers and periodicals such as Liberation
( i) and Masses( FEAX ) . Based on the emphasis of selfwreliance in its external publicity work, the
CPC actively sought foreign aid and called on various countries to support China in its fight against Japanese
invaders in accordance with the LON resolutions. The CPC’ s understanding of the LON gradually changed,
and the LON resolutions became a publicity point in the CPC’ s external publicity work. The LON also sent
representatives of technical aid to China, including epidemic prevention teams. After the outbreak of the
Pacific War ( K7 K 4) , the international anti-fascist united front was eventually established, and the
CPC’ s external publicity for the war of resistance against Japanese invasion entered into a new stage.

Key words: the Communist Party of China ( CPC); external publicity against Japanese aggression; the
League of Nations ( LON) ; united front



