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The Evolution of Landscapes of Shanghai-Based Family Ancestral Halls CHEN Lingling
The present paper applying comparative and case-study methods to the examination of the rise and fall of Shanghai’ s
ancestral halls amid the modern social transformation and having its observations based on local gazetteers genealogies

and newspapers points out that multiple factors such as emerging lineages clan reforms school conversion of temple
properties new cultural dissemination urbanization and warfare played a significant role in the evolution of ancestral

hall which was one of the key elements of urban—rural landscape of Jiangnan.

The Transition of Old and New Banking Consortiums and the International Rivalry over Japan’s Seizure of
Financial Privileges in China GUO Xunchun
During World War I Britain put forward a plan to restructure the Old Consortium aiming to expel the German banking
group and win over American financiers to contain Japan’s financial influence in China. Japan’s ? kuma Cabinet a—
greed to expel German interests but opposed the admission of American capital attempting to seize financial privileges
in China by capitalizing on the restructuring of the Old Consortium. The Terauchi Cabinet inherited this strategy per—
suading Britain and France to handle separately the issues of the Supplementary Reorganization Loan to China and the
reintegration of the American consortium. This strategy enabled Japan to successfully secure the exclusive privilege over
the Supplementary Reorganization Loan within the framework of the Old Consortium. On this basis Japan provided the
Beijing Government with 30 million Japanese Yen as advances for the Supplementary Reorganization Loan which
served as political loans. However these political loans together with the Nishihara Loans greatly irritated the United
States prompting Washington to propose bypassing the Old Consortium and establishing a New Consortium. The Hara
Cabinet which succeeded Terauchi attempted to resist the New Consortium plan. Exploiting Japan’ s eagerness to
grant loans to China and sustain the pro-Japanese faction within the Beiyang Government Britain and the United States
forced Japan into a compromise taking the opportunity to define and delimit the scope of the “Manchuria-Mongolia

privileges” proposed by Japan.

Probing the Details of the Incident of Guido von Rehfues’ s Visit to China forthe Exchange of Treaty Ratifica—
tions ZHAO Haohan
In 1862 Guido von Rehfues arrived in China as scheduled to exchange the ratifications of the Sino-Prussian Treaty of
Amity Commerce and Navigation. His status as Consul General ignited a diplomatic dispute over the protocol of offi—
cial correspondence while his demand to exchange treaties on behalf of the various states of the Zollverein led to further
controversies over treaty copies. Adopting a strategy of “loose rein” and calculated procrastination the Qing court in—
sisted on strict adherence to established regulations to safeguard the “national prestige” eventually securing a nominal
victory regarding the format of diplomatic documents. Following a turnover of local officials in Jiangsu and Shanghai Li
Hongzhang and his colleagues shifted toward a more flexible and pragmatic diplomatic approach completing the ratifi—
cation exchange before the imperial decree was issued and later exchanging treaty copies stamped with the official seal
of the Jiangsu Provincial Administrative Commissioner. Concurrently Prussia’ s aggressive tactics in presenting its cre—
dentials triggered the Dagu Danish Ship Case. The Zongli Yamen invoked principles of international law to defend na—
tional sovereignty thereby establishing the legal foundation for the Bohai Sea as China’ s internal waters. The diplomat—
ic maneuvering surrounding Rehfues’ s identity as a minister evolved into a stalemate of mutual suspicion fueled by the
Qing court’ s resistance and Prussia’ s rigid obstinacy. Furthermore the distortion of treaty enforcement at the local

level compounded the difficulties in adapting and stabilizing Sino-Prussian diplomatic relations.

Liang-Chen Transition Rise of Wang Lin and Liumin Militias in Late Southern Dynasties CHENG Tao
The present paper delineating how Wang Lin rose as a general under Emperor Yuan of Liang ( r. 552 —555) and dis—
tinguished himself in suppressing Hou Jing Rebellion argues that Wang backed by elite liumin ( peasant-refugee) mi—
litias from Jianghuai played a pivotal role in confronting Chen Baxian (r. 557 =559)  the founding emperor of Chen

and thatthis rivalry was by nature a struggle between the new force of local powerful families and humble gentry of San—

wu and the ruling old force sustained by liumin militias.
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