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The Long March of the Red Army and the Gestation
of the International Anti—Fascist United Front

HOU Zhongjun

[Abstract]Even before the L.ong March of the Red Army, the Provisional Central Government
of the Chinese Soviet Republic had already declared war on Japan and dispatched the Northward
Anti-Japanese Vanguard Detachment. Around the time of the Long March, the fascist
aggressor forces of Germany, Italy, and Japan were gradually moving toward an alliance.
Against this international backdrop, the Red Army consistently held high the banner of
resistance against Japan and opposition to imperialism, strategically situating the Chinese
people’'s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression within the larger framework of the
World Anti-Fascist War, and put forward the concept of the Eastern Front early. To achieve
victory over the fascists, echoing the resolutions of the Seventh Congress of the Communist
International, the Chinese Communist Party, while building the Anti-Japanese National United
Front, was already laying the groundwork for an international anti-fascist united front. The
victory of the Long March won extensive international prestige for the Chinese Workers' and
Peasants’ Red Army, establishing it as a pioneering model in the fight against Japanese fascism.
Throughout the Long March, while upholding the cause of resistance against Japan and
opposition to imperialism, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the
Red Army brought about an evolution in united front policy: from an anti-Japanese united front
and an anti-Chiang Kai-shek united front to an Anti-Japanese National United Front and an
international anti-fascist united front.

[Key words] the Long March of the Red Army; Anti-Japanese National United Front;

international anti-fascist united front
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